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VazZeni navstévnici,

s radosti Vas po roce opét vitam na vystaveé ¢eskych
korunovacnich klenotl - jedine¢nych symbolG nasi
statnosti, ndrodni identity a historického odkazu,
ktery saha hluboko do minulosti.

Zatimco lofiska vystava byla vénovana vzacnym
kamen®m zdobicim jednotlivé insignie, leto$ni

roénik nam priblizi dramatické udalosti obdobi druhé
svétové valky. V této tfemné kapitole nasich déjin
byly ohrozeny Zivoty, svoboda i samotné zaklady
nasi statnosti. Pravé v takovych chvilich se skute¢na
hodnota symbold ukazuije nejzfetelnéji. Pripominaji
nam, kym jsme byli, kym jsme a kam sméfujeme.

Dear visitors,

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you once
again fo the annual exhibition of the Bohemian
Crown Jewels - unique symbols of Czech statehood,
national identity, and a historical legacy that reaches
deep into the past.

While last year’s exhibition focused on the precious
stones adorning the individual insignia, this year's
edition recounts the dramatic events surrounding
the Crown Jewels during WWII. In this dark chapter
of our history, lives, freedom, and the very foundations
of our statehood were at risk. It is precisely in such
dire times that state symbols eminently reveal their
frue value, reminding us of who we were, who we are,
and where we are heading.

»Zatimco lofiska vystava byla vénovana vzacnym kamendm
zdobicim jednotlivé insignie, letoSni roénik nam priblizi
dramatické udalosti obdobi druhé svétové valky."

“While last year’s exhibition focused on the precious stones
adorning the individual insignia, this year’s edition recounts
the dramatic events surrounding the Crown Jewels during WWII."

Ceské korunovaéni klenoty preZily staleti valek,
krizi i okupaci. Byly tichym pozorovatelem dgjinnych
zvrat(. Svédectvim nasi odolnosti a viry v navrat
svobody se stalo Usili o jejich uchovani také béhem
druhé svétové valky. Dnes mame tu Cest sije znovu
prohlédnout - nejen jako mistrovska dila zlatnického
uméni, ale pfedevsim jako Zivouci symboly kontinuity
naseho narodniho pfibéhu.

VE&rim, Ze navstéva vystavy pro Véas bude inspirativnim
zazitkem, a téSim se na setkani opét za rok.

F

Petr Pavel
prezident Ceské republiky
President of the Czech Republic

The Bohemian Crown Jewels have survived centuries
of wars, crises, and occupations as silent observers
of history’s twists and turns. The successful efforts
for their safekeeping during WWII are a festament fo
our resilience and faith that the country would regain
its freedom. Today, we have the honour to admire
them again - not only as masterpieces of goldsmith
art, but above all as living symbols of the confinuity
of our national story.

I believe the visit will bring you a captivating and
inspiring experience, and I look forward to meeting
you again next year.






»0bé strany vyjadrily jedno-
mysiné presvédcéeni, Ze cilem
veSkerého usili musi byt
zajisténi klidu, poradku a miru
v této ¢asti stredni Evropy.“

(Uryvek z berlinského protokolu, ktery vzesel z jednani
Emila Hachy a Adolfa Hitlera, 15. 3. 1939)

t

Demonstrace pfed sidlem Poslanecké snémovny
pozaduijici demisi HodZovy vlady nékolik dni 3
pred vyhlaenim mnichovské dohody, 22. 9.1938, CTK
A protest in front of the Chamber of Deputies calling
for resignation of the government headed by PM Hodza,

held on 22 September 1938, shortly before the promul-
gation of the Munich Agreement; Czech News Agency
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1938
OBAVY Z VALKY
LOOMING WAR

Dne 19. zari 1938 byly Eeské korunovacni klenoty
tajné pfevezeny na Slovensko. Tento transport

byl reakci na zhorSuijici se politickou situaci a hrozici
konflikt s Némeckem. Po nastupu Adolfa Hitlera

k moci v roce 1933 se Ceskoslovensko ocitlo v ne-
bezpeci. Obavana némecka expanze na vychod
prinutila ceskoslovenské statni predstavitele hledat

noveé spojence i budovat armadu a pohrani¢ni opev-
néni. Zapadni mocnosti vSak chtély zabranit valce,
a profo prosazovaly postoupeni Sudet Némecku jako
feseni Cesko-némeckeho napéti.

Bez tc¢asti Ceskoslovenska zaCalo 29. z4fi 1938
v Mnichové jednani mezi Adolfem Hitlerem, britskym
premiérem Nevillem Chamberlainem, francouzskym
premiérem Edouardem Daladierem a italskym dikta-
torem Benitem Mussolinim. Vysledkem byla ztrata
pohrani¢iijeho obyvatel a vznik tzv. druhé republiky.
0 necely pllrok pozdéji, 15. bfezna 1939, obsadila
némecka armada i zbytek Ceskych zemi, ¢imz
Ceskoslovensko prestalo existovat. Den nato vydal
Adolf Hitler na Prazském hradé vynos o zfizeni
protektoratu Cechy a Morava.



“Both Parties have expressed their unanimous
belief that any and all efforts must aim to
achieve stability, order, and peace in this part
of Central Europe.”

(Excerpt from the statement issued after the meeting between
Hacha and Hitler in Berlin on 15 March 1939)

On 19 September 1938, the Bohemian Crown Jewels
were secretly fransported to Slovakia in response

v to the escalating political situation and the imminent
Vynos Adolfa Hitlera o zfizeni protektoratu conflict with Germany. Adolf Hitler's rise to power
Cechy a Morava, 16. 3. 1939, AKPR in 1933 posed a substantial risk to Czechoslovakia.
Adolf Hitler's proclamation of the Protectorate Fearing the eastward expansion of Germany, the

of Bohemia and Moravia, dated 16 March 1939; AOPCR Czechoslovak political leaders sought new allies,

reinforced the army, and started to build a system
of fortifications along the country’s borders. Unfortu-

ler :.a!chsn‘il::::: :23 Innern erlisst fa Einvernehsen naTelV: The weSTern powers beliBVEd TheY COU|d
a1t den boteiligten A efchsainistorn dia 2ur Durchidhrung und prevent the war by pressing Czechoslovakia to
Ergiinzung dieses Erlasses erforderlichen Rechts- und Ver - surrender the Sudetenland to Germany as a solution
RSN OcAshE LI to the tensions between the Czechs and the Germans.
On 29 September 1938, Adolf Hitler, British PM
Prag, den 15. Wirz 1930. Neville Chamberlain, French PM Edouard Daladier,
and Italian dictator Benito Mussolini met in Munich
Bar E0Ntar ind Baichakanzine for negotiations, to which Czechoslovakia had not
% been invited. Their agreement resulted in Czecho-
o slovakia being deprived of its borderlands and their
Sur; Ralchsniniatar dos: ok in: population. The rump state, known as “the Second
5 : Republic”, survived for less than six months before
for R Reta T tor et the German army invaded the remaining territory
~ ¢ tigen on 15 March 1939, ending the independent existence
ﬂ}/;_. of Czechoslovakia. The day after, Adolf Hitler
Der Reichsainistor und C proclaimed the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia

der feichskanzlel.

SEOMMad

from Prague Castle.

N > i .
Adolf Hitler a britsky premiér Prislusnici némecké [ =
Neville Chamberlain pred armady na Prazském

jednanimi o sudetonémecké krizi  hradsé, 15. 3.1939, GTK
;2Bag ?ggeﬂs%grrgu v Némecku, German soldiers
o ! at Prague Castle,

Adolf Hitler and British PM 15 March 1939;
Neville Chamberlain before Czech News Agency
the negotiations concerning

the Sudetenland crisis held

in Bad Godesberg, Germany,

on 22 September 1938;

Czech News Agency

(_
Zaznam o pfipadné evakuaci
Hradu, 19. 2. 1937, AKPR

Minutes of the meefing on the
potential evacuation of Prague Castle,
19 February 1937; AOPCR




1938
UTAJENY PREVOZ
SECRET TRANSFER

Uz v roce 1937 se zacala projednavat otazka pfi-
padné evakuace Hradu v souvislosti s moznym
vojenskym konfliktem a bombardovanim Prahy.

S tim souviselo i zajisténi bezpeti pro ceské koruno-

vacni klenoty. Za idealni docasnou skrys byla
vybrana pobocka Narodni banky Ceskoslovenské
ve slovenské Ziling, ktera disponovala specialni
bezpe&nostni trezorovou mistnosti.

»Drziteli tohoto zmocnéni jsou

povinny vSechny vojenskeé a civilni

urady jakoz i bezpeénostni

a poradkové organy umozniti volny

préjezd na Gzemi CSR.“

_)
Transportni dubové bedna s prihradkami
zhotovena pro prevoz klenot(, SPH

An oak crafe with compartments designed
for transporting the Crown Jewels;
Prague Castle Administration

KANCELAR
PRESIDENTA REPUBLIKY.

Bis.T 2026/38. V Praze dne 4.¥{jna 1938,

Potvrzujeme, fe pen ministersky rada
kanceldfe presidenta republiky Ing.B. Blupek
kond cestu dviépa osobnimi vozy a jednim ndkladnim
vozen do Ziliny na p¥{mj rozkaz pana presidenta
republiky. %dddme vefkeré civilni i o jenské
ﬁi"mi.y, aby mu poskytly pomoc, bude-li toho tfeba.

KANCELAR o, Al

PRESIDENTA REPUBSLIRY

ﬁr)" iy

Po schvaleni prisné utajené akce prezidentem
Edvardem Benedem byly korunovaéni klenoty

19. zari 1938 vyzvednuty a v pouzdrech uzaméeny
ve specialni okované dubové bedné. Jesté té noci
se vydaly na cestu smérem na Slovensko. Po podpi-
su mnichovské dohody a vzhledem k politickému
vyvoji na Slovensku bylo rozhodnuto o jejich urychle-
ném navratu zpét do Prahy. Za¢ala femné kapitola
¢eskych déjin a korunovacni klenoty v ni sehraly
dalezitou symbolickou roli.

<«
Potvrzeni o vykonéni cesty
na Slovensko, 4. 10. 1938, AKPR

A confirmation of the official trip
to Slovakia, 4 October 1938; AOPCR



“The holder of this power of attorney shall
be allowed free passage through
the territory of the Czechoslovak Republic
by all military and civil authorities, as
well as the police and security services.”

The question of the potential evacuation of Prague
Castle was first discussed as early as 1937, in the

< . . Lo shadow of the looming war and possible bombing
Pouzdro na kralovske jablko se stfednim . ) g
statnim znakem Ceskoslovenskeé republiky, APH of Prague. Thlls also involved finding a safe place

. . for the Bohemian Crown Jewels. A branch of the
The Royal Orb casket with the medium \ AR \
coat of arms of the Czechoslovak Republic; National Bank of Czechoslovakia in Zilina, Slovakia,
Archives of Prague Castle which could provide a special, secure safe room,

was selected as the ideal temporary hiding place.

President Edvard Benes$ approved the fop-secret
mission. Consequently, on 19 September 1938, the
Crown Jewels were retrieved, placed in their caskets,
and locked in a special oak transport crate. Their
fransport to Slovakia began that very night. However,
following the execution of the Munich Agreement
and the political shift towards fascism in Slovakia,

it was resolved to swiftly return the jewels fo Prague.
The dark hour had just struck for Czechoslovakia,
where the Crown Jewels played a key symbolic role.

(_

Pohled na feku Vah
protékajici kolem Ziliny, 1938,
sbirka Andreje Zajaceka

A view of the Vah River
passing Zilina, 1938;
Andrej Zajacek collection

9
Nékres jednoho ze sedmi kli¢d
ke Korunni komore, ANM

A drawing of one of the seven keys
to the Crown Jewels Chamber;
National Museum Archives

>
Automobil Tafra 80, kterym
byly korunova¢ni klenoty
prevezeny do Ziliny, 2024, NTM
The Tatra 80 car used for
transporting the Crown Jewels

to Zilina, Slovakia, 2024;
National Technical Museum




1939-41

LT

NEPRITELE
KEYS IN THE
ENEMY’S HANDS

Oslava 71. narozenin statniho prezidenta
Emila Hachy na Prazském hrade,
12.7.1943,CTK

Celebration of the 71st birthday
of President Emil Hacha at Prague Castle,
12 July 1943; Czech News Agency

»Pane fissky protektore!
Predavam Vam jako zastupci
Vidce v protektoratu étyfi
klice od Korunni komory, které
mam v drzeni."

Po vzniku protektoratu Cechy a Morava projevili né-
mecti okupanti o €eskeé korunovaéni klenoty znacny
zajem. Po otevieni Korunni komory v ¢ervnu 1939
prevzali plvodni drzitelé nazpét své klice, které jim
byly odebrany v souvislosti s fransportem klenot(i na
Slovensko. V nasleduijicim roce rozhodl fi§sky protek-
tor Konstantin von Neurath o novém rozdéleni kli¢d:
jeden zGstal prazskému arcibiskupovi, tfi Fisskému
protektorovi a tfi prezidentu Emilu Hachovi, ktery
mohl jejich drZzeni svéfit povéfenym osobam.
Ikonickym momentem a symbolickym potvrzenim

T o podrobeni ¢eského naroda se stalo odevzdani klicd
Y O -7‘»“?"4{ zastupujicimu fisskému protektoru Reinhardu
= Heydrichovi v listopadu 1941 poté, co si klenoty za
m; - ugasti nejvyssich predstaviteld némecké okupaéni

Vpuide — moci osobné prohlédl. Jakozto vyhradni viastnik



“Herr Reich Protector! I hereby surrender to you,
as the representative of the Fiihrer in the
Protectorate, the four keys to the Crown Jewels
Chamber that I have in my possession.”

v
General Rudolf Toussaint, zastupuijici fi§sky protektor
Reinhard Heydrich, statni tajemnik Karl Hermann Frank
a prezident Emil Hacha pfi prohlidce klenotd,
19.11.1941, NA

General Rudolf Toussaint, Acting Reich Protector

Reinhard Heydrich, Secretary of State Karl Hermann Frank,
and President Emil Hacha inspecting the Crown Jewels,

19 November 1941; National Archives

vSech sedmi kli¢t mél ke klenotdm neomezeny
pfistup. AvSak legenda o fom, Ze si korunu sém
nasadil na hlavu, zstava pouze nepodlozenou

historkou.
9
Kovové razitko figského
protektora Cech
a Moravy, AKPR

Metal stamp of the Reich
Protector of Bohemia
<« and Moravia; AOPCR
Z4pis o predani
kli¢G ke Korunni komore,
19. 9. 1940, AKPR

Record of the handover

of the keys to the Crown
Jewels Chamber,

19 September 1940; AOPCR

After the creation of the Protectorate of Bohemia
and Moravia, the German occupiers showed significant
interest in the Bohemian Crown Jewels. The Crown
Jewels Chamber was opened in June 1939 and the
keys, previously relinquished in connection with

the fransfer of the Jewels to Slovakia, were returned
to their original keepers. The following year, the Reich
Protector Konstantin von Neurath ordered the
redistribution of the keys as follows: the Archbishop
of Prague retained one, three went to the Reich
Protector, and three to President Emil Hacha, who
could further entrust them to authorized persons.

In November 1941, the keys were surrendered to
the acting Reich Protector, Reinhard Heydrich, who,
together with the fop representatives of the German
occupation power, had personally inspected the
Jewels. This marked an iconic and symbolic act of
subjugation of the Czech people as Heydrich, now the
sole possessor of all seven keys, gained unlimited
access fo the Jewels. Nonetheless, the narrative about
him putting the crown on his head is a mere legend.

e
Korunni komora se skfinkou, kde jsou uschovany
korunovacni klenoty, 1941, CTK

The Crown Jewels Chamber with the cabinet containing
the Crown Jewels, 1941; Czech News Agency




1943-45

SKRYTO V TEMNOTE
TREASURE IN

THE DARKNESS

(_
Formace americkych stihacich letount P-51D Mustang,
Archive PL / Alamy / Profimedia

American P-51D Mustang fighter aircraft;
Archive PL / Alamy / Profimedia

»K uloZeni bylo vyhledano
misto v romanskych sklepe-
nich pod Starym hradem,
kde byla upravena zdéna
komora podle planu a pfimého
dozoru némeckych mist..."

S postupuijici vélkou byla hrozba leteckého
bombardovani Prahy stale aktualnéjsi. Proto
se uz béhem roku 1943 zacalo uvazovat

ve stévajici Korunni komore v katedrale sv. Vita.
Nakonec byl vybran prostor v romanském
podzemi Starého kralovského palace, v némz
byla dle navrh( a pod vedenim architekta
Pavla Janéka zbudovana zdéna komora z cihel
s betonovym stropem.

Stavebni prace byly skon¢eny na pocatku
roku 1944. Mezitim dos$lo k prevozu klenotd
do Cerninského paldce, sidla némeckého
statniho ministra pro Cechy a Moravu Karla
Hermanna Franka. Zde byly korunovaéni
klenoty zvazeny, preméreny, dikladné popsa-
ny a nafoceny. Koruna, zezlo a jablko byly
v pouzdrech dopraveny zpét na Hrad a uloZeny
v pfipravené komore, texfilni ¢asti prevzal
do Uschovy Archiv zemé Ceské. V temném
sklepeni kralovskeé insignie setrvaly az do
konce valky, respektive do svého vyzdvizeni
v fijnu 1945.




“The Romanesque cellars under the Old Royal
Palace, where a brick chamber was adapted
according to the design and under the direct
supervision of the German authorities,
were found to be a fit place for the safekeeping

of the Jewels..."

N
Navrh architekta Pavla Janaka na zhofoveni komory,
kde mély byt klenoty zazdény, 1943-1944, AKPR

Architect Pavel Janak’s construction
design of the chamber intended for walling
up the Jewels, 1943-1944; AOPCR
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Seznam textilnich ¢asti klenotd,
které prevzal do Uschovy
Archiv zemé Ceské v Praze,

11. 2. 1944, AKPR

Alist of the textile items

of the Crown Jewels taken into
custody by the Archives

of the Czech Lands in Prague,
11 February 1944; AOPCR

<«
Hlidka pred uzaméenou komorou

s korunovacnimi klenoty v hradnim
sklepeni, 1945, APH

A guard standing in front of the
locked chamber in the cellar under
the 0ld Royal Palace, where

the Crown Jewels were kept, 1945;
Archives of Prague Castle

As the war progressed and the threat of the aerial
bombardment of Prague grew increasingly imminent,
plans were already being considered in 1943 to move
the Crown Jewels from their chamber at St. Vitus
Cathedral to a safer location. To this end, the Roman-
esque floor under the Old Royal Palace, where a brick
chamber with a concrete ceiling was built according
to the designs and under the direction of architect
Pavel Janak, was selected.

The construction was completed in early 1944.
Meanwhile, the Jewels were fransported to the Czer-
nin Palace, back then the residence of Karl Hermann
Frank, the German Secretary of State for Bohemia
and Moravia. There, the Crown Jewels were weighed,
measured, described in detail, and photographed.
The Crown, Sceptre, and Orb were transported in their
respective caskets back fo the Castle and stored in
the designated chamber, whereas the textile items
were handed over fo the Archives of the Czech Lands
for safekeeping. The royal insignia thus lay hidden
in the dark cellar until the end of the war - namely
October 1945, when they were officially brought out
into daylight.

Lrovoksll Ghey die Teernahme der Texiiliss 1T}
boihedschen Eriungechatiss.

Heute, am 11, Februsr 1944, Ubsrgsb Herr Haupteturs-
fibrer £ 1 ¢330 im Auftrage des Befehlshabers der
Sicherheitapelizel und des 50 die folgenden Stllcke
des Erismngasshatsess

%
1 Stels
1 Manipel
1 stok Stoff.

Tie Dteke wirden vos derseibigen Leiter des Bihmischen
Lendesarehive, Landesarchiveberrst Ir. Eooh m o,

iR Oegenwart seinss Yeytreters des Landesarchivrates
Er. Bau e ¥, Sbernommen und in 4ie Truhe im Treser
&as Eronarobive im Landesarchiv gelegt, in der sioh
Linbesats des Krieungeantels und das Tafel
Omungesaties befinden.

FregI¥, dam 11. Februar 1944
Ir. l.Roehne
als Empfunger sls Ubergeber;

ges. T ledinm
~Iisupteturafibrer

Tir die Blohtigeit:

Kansleisngestellte



1945 ,
NA SVETLO SVETA

OUT INTO DAYLIGHT

Po skonceni vale€nych utrap a némecké okupace se
mezi lidmi zacala Sifit zprava, Ze Ceské korunovacni
klenoty z Prahy jesté béhem valky odvezl statni

ministr Karl Hermann Frank. Informaci o jejich zazdé-

ni mélo jen nékolik malo zaméstnanc. Poté, co né-
mecka posadka opustila Prazsky hrad, se delegace
v Eele s plukovnikem Josefem Kvapilem vydala

do romanského podzemi, kde nalezla policejni straz
a neporusené zamky komory.

Vzépéti zaCala jednéni vlady o vyzdviZeni koru-
novacnich klenotd, ovéreni jejich pravosti véetné
drahych kamen@ a novém rozdéleni kli¢ ke Korunni
komore. Ke slavnostnimu okamzZiku do$lo 24. fijna
1945, kdy byly klenoty ve sklepeni opét vloZeny do
transportni bedny vyrobené k pfevozu na Slovensko
v roce 1938 a slavnostné preneseny do Trinniho
salu. Zde si je spolu s textilnimi ¢astmi prohlédli
odbornici za Ucasti prezidenta Edvarda BeneSe.
Nésledovalo podrobné ohledéni a ovéfeni jejich pra-
vosti. Verejnosti byly korunovaéni klenoty zahy
predstaveny ve svatovitské katedrale u pfilezitosti
oslav 28. fijna.

Vynageni klenotd v transportni bedné _
zroméanského podzemi, 24. 10. 1945, CTK

The Crown Jewels being brought in the
fransport crate out from the Romanesque cellars,
24 October 1945; Czech News Agency

»9. kvétna 1945... vchod do pod-

zemnich chodeb hlidan policejni
strazi, zadni dvere mistnosti,

kde korunovacni klenoty maiji byti
uloZeny, shledany neporuseny
zavieny a opatfeny dvéma nepo-
Skozenymi zamky...“




“May 9, 1945... the police guard is watching
the entrance to the cellars; the rear door
of the chamber supposedly holding the Crown
Jewels is intact, closed, and fitted with fwo

untampered locks...”

Once the torments of war were over and the German
occupants left the territory, rumours spread that
the German Secretary of State Karl Hermann Frank
had taken the Bohemian Crown Jewels away

from Prague during the war. Only a few trusted
employees knew that they were in fact hidden in
the castle cellars. When the German garrison left

>
Predseda vlady Zdenék Fierlinger predéava
kli¢ prezidentu Edvardu Bene$ovi

v Zrcadlovém salonu na Prazském hradg,
24.10.1945,CTK

PM Zdenék Fierlinger handing over one

of the keys fo President Edvard Bene§ in
the Mirror Drawing Room at Prague Castle,
24 October 1945; Czech News Agency

e

Prezident Edvard Benes a byvaly predseda
exilové vlady v Londyné Jan Sramek

u vystavenych klenotd v Trnnim séle

na Prazském hradg, 24. 10. 1945, CTK

President Edvard Bene$ and Jan Sramek,
former PM of the government-in-exile

in London, examining the Crown Jewels on
display in the Throne Room at Prague Castle,
24 October 1945; Czech News Agency

Prague Castle, a delegation led by colonel Josef Kvapil
went to the Romanesque floor, where they found

a police guard at the door to the chamber, whose locks
were infact.

The government then discussed the procedure
to bring the Jewels out from the chamber, verify the
authenticity thereof - including the precious stones -
and redistribute the keys to the Crown Jewels
Chamber. The ceremonial act took place on 24 Octo-
ber 1945, when the Jewels were placed in the crate
originally made for their transport to Slovakia in 1938
and transferred from the cellar to the Throne Room.
There, the Jewels, as well as the textile items, were
inspected by experts in the presence of president
Edvard Benes. Following the detailed examination
and verification of authenticity, the Crown Jewels
were presented fo the public at St. Vitus Cathedral
in 1945, on the occasion of the Czechoslovak
National Day, 28 October.

<«
Protokol o prohlidce korunovaénich klenotd v podzemi
Prazského hradu, 9. 5. 1945, AKPR

Arecord on the inspection of the Crown Jewels
in the cellar under the Old Royal Palace of Prague Castle,
9 May 1945; AOPCR
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Kralovskou korunu, zvanou svatovaclavska, dal
zhotovit Karel IV. pied rokem 1346. Byla nejvyznam-
néjSi panovnickou insignii a symbolem svrchovanosti
Ceského kralovstvi. Sklada se ze &tyr dilli s liliemi
spojenych zavlakami a propojenych kamarami.

Ve zlatém kfizku na vrcholu je vioZena safirova kamej
s reliéfem UkfiZzovaného. Ryty népis potvrzuije vloZeni
trnu z Kristovy koruny. Svatovéclavska koruna je

zhotovena ze zlatého plechu o ryzosti 22 karéati

a posazena safiry a spinely, dale jsou soucasti jeji
vyzdoby rubelit, akvamarin a perly. Na kamarach jsou
upevnény ¢lanky pochézejici z opasku kralovny
Blanky z 18karatového zlata, zdobené spinely,
rubiny, smaragdy a perlami. Koruna ma prameér

i vy8ku 19 cm a v4zi 2358 g.




The Royal (or St. Wenceslas) Crown was ordered
by Charles IV some time prior to 1346. It was the
prime regal insignia and symbol of the sovereignty
of the Kingdom of Bohemia. The Crown is composed
of four sections joined with pins and connected by
camarae (arches). The golden cross at the Crown’s
apex is inlaid with a sapphire cameo featuring an
engraving of the Crucifixion. An engraved inscription
attests that the cross holds a thorn from Christ's
crown of thorns. The St. Wenceslas Crown is wrought
of 22-carat gold plate and inset with sapphires,
spinels, as well as rubellite, aquamarine, and
pearls. The camarae are fitted with parts of Queen
Blanche’s belt, crafted from 18-carat gold and
adorned with spinels, rubies, emeralds, and pearls.
The Crown measures 19 cm in both diameter and
height, weighing 2,358 grams.




Kralovské jablko, symbol vlady nad svétem, ma
stejny plvod a osud jako Zezlo. Stejné jsou i ryzost
zlata a vybér safir(i, spinell a perel, jimiz je vyzdo-
beno. Jablko ma prdmér 13 cm, vy$ku 22 cm a hmot-
nost 780 g. Dvé polokoule, oddélené prstencem

s kameny a perlami, zdobi tepané reliéfy s naméty
ze Starého zakona. Na dolni ¢asti je zobrazeno
Stvoreni Adama, Uvedeni Adama do réje a Varovani
Adama a Evy pred plody stromu poznani, na horni
pak Boj Davida s GoliaSem a Pomazani Davida na
kréle. Latinské népisy na zadni strané kfizku a pfi
jeho zakladné v prekladu znéji ,Blh vladne nebesim
a kralové zemi“ a ,Pane, z Tvé moci raduje se kral
azpomoci Tvé jasa"“.

Kralovské zezlo, tradi¢ni symbol svétské moci
panovnika, spolu s kralovskym jablkem zhotovil
augsbursky zlatnik Hans Haller v obdobi 1533
az 1534 pro Ferdinanda I. Habsburského.
Obé insignie byly ke svatovaclavské koruné
pficlenény dodateéné. Zezlo ze zlata o ryzosti
18 karat ma délku 67 cm a hmotnost 1013 g.
Zdobi je reliéfni listy, barevné emaily a vénce
perel. Je zakon¢eno hlavici fvofenou bohatymi
rozvilinami, volutami a Gponky se safiry,
spinely a perlami a s mimoiadné kvalitnim
spinelem na vrcholu.




The Royal Sceptre - a traditional symbol of secular
royal power - and the Royal Orb were both crafted
by Augsburg goldsmith Hans Haller between 1533
and 1534 on order of Ferdinand I of Habsburg. Both
insignia were a later addendum tfo the St. Wenceslas
Crown. The Sceptre is made of 18-carat gold, mea-
sures 67 cm in length, and weighs 1,013 grams. It is
adorned with embossed leaves, coloured enamels,

and wreaths of pearls. The Sceptre head is formed
of splendid leafwork, volutes, and bines holding sap-
phires, spinels, and pearls, crowned with a spinel
of extraordinary quality.

The Royal Orb - a symbol of royal authority - is
of the same provenance and followed the same
fate as the Sceptre. It is wrought of gold of
equal quality as the Sceptre and features the
same selection of sapphires, spinels, and pearls.
The Orb measures 13 and 22 cm in diameter
and height, respectively, and weighs 780 grams.
The two hemispheres, linked by a circular band
inset with gemstones and pearls, are decorated

with wrought reliefs depicting scenes from the
0ld Testament. The lower half shows the scenes
of the Creafion of Adam, of Adam being led info
the Garden of Eden, and of the Creator warning
Adam and Eve against fruit from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, while the upper half
depicts the fight between David and Goliath and
the Anointing of David as king. There are two
inscriptions in Latin, one on the rear side and
one at the base of the cross, which translate as
follows: “God rules the Heavens and kings the
Earth” and “Lord, in Your power the king shall
rejoice, and in Your salvation, he shall exult.”

fotografie: SPH, Jan Gloc
photos: Prague Castle Administration, Jan Gloc




OBCHOD / MUSEUM SHOP

Prijdte se podivat do naseho obchodu a pofidte si vzpominku
na navstévu Prazského hradu.

Publikace - pohledy - turistické vizitky - bloky -

pexeso - magnetky - knizni zalozky - miniatury ¢eskych
korunovacnich klenotl - pamétni medaile - a mnoho
dalSiho z eské produkce

Visit our shop and choose a souvenir of your visit
to Prague Castle.

Publications - postcards — wander cards - notebooks -
memory games - magnets — bookmarks - miniature Bohemian
Crown Jewels - commemorative medals - and many other

Czech products




Doprovodna publikace k vystaveé je k zakoupeni v nasem
obchodé na konci prohlidkové trasy. Priblizuje pfibéh
¢eskych korunovacnich klenotl béhem druhé svétové
valky a obsahuije také jejich umélecko-historicky popis.

The exhibition catalogue is available for sale in our
shop, located atf the end of the tour. Discover the fate
of the Bohemian Crown Jewels during WWII and their
art-historical description.




KULTURA NA HRADE

Vystavy

Hodina osvobozeni: Valecny plakat 1938-1945
Cisarska konirna / do 28. fijna 2025
vstup zdarma

VLTAVA slavna & splavna
Jizdarna Prazského hradu / do 4. ledna 2026

Designblok
Kralovsky letohradek / 6.-12. fijna 2025

Dary pro prezidenta z daleka i blizka
Rozmbersky paléc / do 31. prosince 2025
vstup zdarma

Koncerty

Svatovaclavsky koncert
Katedrala sv. Vita [ 26. zafi 2025

Vyroéni koncert Hudby Hradni straZe
a Policie CR
Spanélsky sél / 9. listopadu 2025

DalSi akce - vstup zdarma

Den otevienych dvefi
Reprezentacni prostory a navstévnické objekty
29. listopadu 2025

Vanoce na Prazském hradé

Vanocni putovani za jeslickami, umélecké instalace
a vytvarné dilny Divadla bratfi Formand

29. listopadu 2025 - 4. ledna 2026

Prednaskové cykly Véda na Hradgé,
Literatura na Hradé, Uméni na Hradé,
Architektura na Hradé

Zajima vas kulturni déni na Hradé?
Sledujte naSe socialni sité nebo se pfihlaste
k odbéru naseho Newsletteru.

www.hrad.cz

O © Q Hrad official

CULTURE AT THE CASTLE

Exhibitions

The Hour of Liberation: Wartime Posters
1938-1945

Imperial Stables / until 28 October 2025
admission free

VLTAVA Famed & Flowing
Prague Castle Riding School / until 4 January 2026

Designblok
Royal Summer House / 6 - 12 October 2025

Gifts for the President from Nearby

and Faraway Lands

Rosenberg Palace / until 31 December 2025
admission free

Concerts

St. Wenceslas Concert
St. Vitus Cathedral / 26 September 2025

Annual Concert of the Band of the Castle Guard
and the Police of the Czech Republic
Spanish Hall / 9 November 2025

Other events — admission free

Open Day at Prague Castle
State Rooms and Visitor Circuit
29 November 2025

Christmas at Prague Castle

Christmas Nativity Scene Stroll. Art installation

and art workshops with the Forman Brothers’ Theatre
29 November 2025 - 4 January 2026

Lectures from the series Science at the Castle,
Literature at the Castle, Arf at the Castle,
Architecture at the Castle

Want to stay updated on cultural events
at Prague Castle? Follow us on social media
or subscribe for our Newsletter.



18.—29. 9. 2025

VLADISLAVSKY SAL
STARY KRALOVSKY PALAC

VLADISLAV HALL
OLD ROYAL PALACE

54 KANCELAR Sprava
)| PREZIDENTA Prazského
/| REPUBLIKY hradu



